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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Unwin, Nora Aladdin 
PROUD PUMKIN $2.00 


A story for Halloween, seasonally complemented with careful black and orange 
pictures by the author, puts a moral to the tale of jack o'lantern who learns what it's 
like to be useful. Sure he will not be made into a pie, Proud Pumkin is glad when he's 
made into a jack o'lantern. But after the mice and snow come along to ruin his face, 
he's glad when a little chipmunk decides to turn him into a warm winter home. Sweet, 
but not sappy. Paper over board. (Publ.) (J.L.G.) 


Steiner, Charlotte- Fd. Garden City 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY BOOK $2.50 


A gift book displays a pleasing to jolly collection of stories and verse, 
prettily illustrated in color by Charlotte Steiner, for very young celebrants. To start 
off there's a Happy Birthday Song and once under way, you'll have no trouble getting 
listeners for rhymes about the new baby, wrapping presents or being four years old, and 
stories about surprises, parties and things special. And the authors of the forty or 
so selections range from Katherine Mansfield to Miriam Schlein. Paper over board, 
cloth spine. (Publ.) 


Low, Joseph Harcourt, Brace 
MOTHER GOOSE RIDDLE RHYMES $2.50 


Rebus games with Low, whose colorfully original work in graphic arts is prob- 
ably familiar to you through advertising media, are amusing to puzzling combinations of 
words and pictures from which to figure the familiar verses. Parent and child can put 
their heads together for pleasant hours over sentences like this: Barber (picture of a 
man with scissors), barber, shave a pig (picture of a pig), How man (picture of a man)-y 
hairs to (picture of numeral 2) make a wig (picture of a wig)? Once the child's caught 
on, maybe ey the help of the glossary in back, he can do it himself. Cloth. (9/24. 

IL: 53-902 


Krauss, Ruth Harper 
A VERY SPECIAL HOUSE $1.75 


* Maurice Sendak's very entertaining pictures- all kind of round and angly and 
spidery at the same time- are perfect for Ruth Krauss's verses. Together they show just 
what goes on inside a little boy's mind- inside his dream house full of monkeys and a 
clown and a big old lion who all get together and start making the most wonderful opera 
of noise. The play on words, the build up of activity gets to a rousing climax and then, 
quite suddenly, comes back down again, "Bung"- to earth. Better, and closer to young 
imaginations than last year's A Hole is To Dig. (9/2? IC: 53-7115) 


Dugo, Andre Holt 
TOM'S MAGIC TV $2.00 


Tom and his sister Joanie fall asleep in front of the family TV set and dream 
themselves right into a string of programs. From a moment of peril with Capt. Shark- 
master and the hairy sharks, they are whisked through a circus show, a puppet program, 
the wild west and space in a chain of events that jibes the standard shows but may in- 
crease addiction. Andre Dugo, whose work is familiar, illustrates his own books with 
dash- in brown and black drawings here. Paper over board- cloth spine. (Publ. 10:53-8964) 
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to Read Aloud~ continued September 15, 1953 


-630- Books 
ZOlotow, Charlotte Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE QUIET MOTHER AND THE NOISY LITTLE BOY $2.00 


Young Sandy makes about as much racket around the house imaginable. Then one | 
day his cousin Roger, older and noisier, comes to visit. Sandy realizes what a real | 


hullabaloo is and though no word is spoken, there's a tacit understanding between him 
and his mother after Roger lesves. 


Breezy, angular colored pictures by Kurt Werth lend | 
emphasis to the theme of - a time and place for everything. Healthy and amusing. Paper 
over board. (Publ. LC: 53-6731) 


Bianco, Pamela Oxford 
$2.00 


THE DOLL IN THE WINDOW 


A certain static charm characterizes Pamela Bianco's pastel colored pictures 
of dead pan little girl prototypes in this calm Christmas wish-come-true story. Seven 
year old Victoria loses her savings while out shopping for presents for her five younger 
sisters. But then a little boy with a kind heart, who's seen Victoria admiring a doil, 
buys her a present- which turns out to be six dolls built one inside the other- and turns 
@ sorry time into a nice one- for youngsters who don't went their tea too ~trong. Cloth. 


(Publ. ) 
Oxford 


BEANIE $2.50 


Illustrated with Ruth Carroll's characteristic drawings- an a slate blue that 
lends itself to the depiction of mountain life, this familiar team's latest sure-fire boy 
and dog story is set in the Great Smokies. On their small farm, Beanie Tatum and his fam- 
ily live and work. Then when Beanie gets his new puppy, Tough Enough, there is a hair - 
raising adventure for them one day when they go on a hike and are chased by bears. Endear- 
ing and told with a lyrical quality that typifies. Cloth. (10/1) @ 
Oxford 


THE BOY JESUS $3.00 


Christmas shoppers will like Pelagie Doane's familiar art work- the fully round- 
ed and colorful big pictures- as they complement her simply narrated story of Jesus' boy- 
hood. Following St. Luke's version of the gospel, there is Mary's and Joseph's trip to 
Bethlehem, the shepherds, wise men, the flight to Egypt and on through boyhood to Jesus' 
visit to the temple. Told with an impressive friendliness and quietude. But the pictures ~ 
for all their color, are too modern and sweet to really convey the character of the times. 


Cloth. (Publ.) 


Carroll, Ruth & Latrobe 


Doane, Pelagie 


Ding Dong School Story Books Rand McNally 
by Dr. Frances Horwich and Reinald Werrenrath ea. 25¢ 


reasingly popular nursery school 


* Here in book form are the results of the inc 
television Sshow- Miss Frances’ "Ding Dong School”, started some months ago and ‘proof of 
the fact that telev:sion can, nay, ticeds to bring the class rocm to the home. Asking odd 


mothers of the very young, three to 3.% year olds, what they would do now without such a 
program would é€l*cit praise for the direct way Miss Frances and the producer Mr. Werren- 
rath, approach children through what they know and understand, and how they think, and 
using those channels to provoke the creative and the new. The books live up to these 
standards Fach takes an experience or an aspect of life outside home and in story form, 
treats it in a way a child will know could happen to him, and that always lays ground for 
new thought or activity at the end As a whole far better than many of the Golden Books 
or Wonder Books counterparts, these are an honest attempt to broaden young horizons. All 


Llustrations in full colo» (Pub 
* A DAY DOWNTOWN WITH DADDY- A great deal of the excitement of a visit to the city oe 
is put into this simple story of young Bobby and Joan who go down town one Saturday with 
their Daddy. Preliminary plans, jointly made, the bus ride, tall buildings, elevator rides 
etc .,are climaxed by @ swell lunch in a restaurant and the grand feeling of a day well 
spent when they get home in the afternoon. Illustrated in pleasing color and traditional 
line by Helen Prickett. 
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A SUITCASE WITH A SURPRISE- An imaginary train ride for Tommy ends when he 

opens his suitcase and finds his favorite toy puppet monkey Jocko. And there is excel- 

lent commentary on young thoughts when Tommy insists and keeps insisting on the train 

| ®@ ride until his mother sets up a row of chairs in the living room to "take him" to Ohio. 
ii Colorful pictures by Ruth van Tellingen. 


DEBBIE AND HER NAP- In contrast to the others, this is a little too angelic. 
Debbie has a pleasant morning playing in the yard, helps her mother get lunch, then gets 
into pyjamas and goes off to bed like a good girl and that's that. But she is too great 
@ paragon of virtue to make an impression on the wide-awakes. Pictures in happy, nappy 
lines and colors by Adele Wehr. 








































* I DECIDED- Hard it is to have to choose between a silver airplane, an elephant 
and a book, and Jean who has earned a present by helping her mother with the shopping all 
morning, must do so. With the good feeling that the decision was hers, she goes home 
with the book, to read to Daddy in the evening. A plus. Marge Opitz' colored pictures 
are realistically American. 


THE BIG COAL TRUCK- Billy, who lives in an apartment building, sees the coal 
truck make its delivery one day and learns about the whole process from setting up the 
chute to making the warmth come into the radiators. And that makes him want to play 
with his own truck and hope that everyone else is as warm as he is. Pictures by 
William Neebe. 


YOUR FRIEND, THE POLICEMAN- The unanswered question at the end of the book may 
send youngsters scurrying to make friends with their neighborhood officers. For after 
Peter has a nice time crossing the street and talking to his new friend the Policeman, 
it starts to rain, and when Peter gets home he finds he's forgotten to ask him where he 
keeps his raincoat. Pictures by William Neebe are quite sprightly. 


[ } Horwich, Dr. Frances & Rand McNally 
Werrenrath, Reinald cloth $2.00 
MISS FRANCES' DING DONG SCHOOL BOOK paper $1.00 


As a separate item from the Ding Dong School Book series, here is a book of 
illustrated instructions for the many projects familiar to her television audience. 
Finger painting, papier mache, games to play- (like dressing up or laundry truck), 
things to do with household odds and ends like string and cardboard- these and many 
more are the host of marvellous projects in which to get thoroughly absorbed. Sound, 
appealing, presentation that is again conducive to creative play and big, gay pictures 
in full color and two-tones by Katherine Evans, set this apart from the run-of-the-mill. 
(Publ. ) 

EASY READING 
Adrian, Mary Holiday House 
FIDDLER CRAB $2.00 


Far better than her sentimental Honeybee (1952) is this small study of a 
fiddler crab's quite fascinating life cycle. From birth, through stages as a zoea, a 
| megalops and a regular crab (who fights quite dramatically with his large claw) there 
are careful details of size, body construction, transformations etc. And from this syn- 
thesized history, typical of all crabs, there is a strong sense of the myriad life cy- 
cles of the whole undersea. Delicate, accurate two-tone pictures by Jean Martinez. 
Cloth. (9/15) 


Fiedler, Jean Holiday House 
BIG BROTHER DANNY $1.75 


* Note this for an excellently constructed story- that doesn't preach at all but 
@ just tells of Danny and his problem of adjusting when a new baby sister comes into the 
household. At first Danny, who has the natural self centeredness of a seven year old, 
misses his parents at dinner, trips to the playground with mother who can't leave small 
Susan alone etc. Worse still, he gets into fights, grumbles, won't say a word- until one 
day his mother asks him to watch the baby and Danny, when she cries, turns her over and 
gets a smile that turns the tables. Honest, direct drawings by Harold Fiedler. Cloth.(9/15) 
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Leaf, Munro Lippincott 
READING CAN BE FUN $2.25 


** Inimitably, Leaf conveys the wonder of the world of books in a way you fervent- 
ly hope will captivate just one, or ten, a thousand, a million children. In simple story 
and his own sketchy pictures he tells how very different it is to be able to talk instead 
of just saying “Whaaa!" like a baby- what a vast improvement the alphabet was over pic- 
ture writing- how reading, as necessary to your mind as food to your body, presents you 
with a vast and exciting new set of friends and ideas. All told in direct relationship 
to its young audience- from pre-readers who will get the idea from listening to it, to 
kids in the throws of rejecting their books for funnies and TV- a perfect and humorous 
antidote to the many modern factors that undermine a true literacy. Staple volume. Cloth. 


(9/23 LC: 53-7140) 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 
Lippincott 


Bennet, Anne Elizabeth 
LITTLE WITCH $2.50 


You'll have some enchanted to spooky times with Minikin Snikasnee, Minx for 
short, for her story of mix-ups with the real world is told with a flair that is good 
juvenile writing. As the daughter of Madame Snikasnee who lived in the "most rickety 
house in town", Minx's one wish was not to be what she was- to have to live a life of 
brews, spells and flying about at night. So she ran off the school. Delightful confu- 
sions, the kind that are bound to occur when spirits mix with people come tumbling over 
each other. Then Minikin's real mother, the good fairy Moonfire, materializes: Mme. 
Snikasnee is turned into an ant eater;and Minikin goes to live with a school friend, 
happily ever after. Utterly pleasant horror, illustrated in very touching line by Helen 


Stone. (Publ. LC: 52-13721) 
Lippincott @ 
DAVID FARRAGUT, SAILOR $3.00 


By far the best Farragut story this year, though the other two (David Farragut, 
by Marie Mudra and The First Admiral, by Frederick A. Lane) were full biographies and not, 
like this, an early incident in his life. Reyher sets the boy in his early Louisiana and 
Florida backgrounds. There is the pioneering life of an army man's family, David's ac- 
quaintance with Davy Crockett, and enough atmosphere to add strong dashes of color. When 
his training for the sea begins, there is a build up to David's first duty as a midshipman 
aboard the fssex, and his climactic trial as prize master of an English ship during the 
war of 1812 has enough realism to differentiate it, markedly, from a dreams-of-glory ad- 
venture most boys never experience. Authentic. Tidy drawings by Robert Ball. (11./4 


LC: 53-10218) 


Reyher, Ferdinand 


McKay 
THE REMARKABLE HISTORY OF TONY BEAVER $2 .75 


In case you don't know, Tony Beaver was another of those big, tall, strapping, 
wonder-working American legendary heroes. He hailed from the Eel River country of West 
Virginia, and the stories about him, here presented, have a vernacular flavour to them 
that contains overtones of true feeling for place, people and time- mid 1800's. Like his 
legendary cousin Paul Bunyan, Tony could stride over mountains, twirl bobcats around his 
head- or almost anything you want. And for his particular region he produced peanut butter, 
grew huge melons, developed the logging industry until one day he just jumped up, landed 
on @ cloud and has been floating around ever since. William D. Hayes' cartoons play big 
against small, effectively, for a friendly collection of tall tales. (9/25 LC: 53-11361) 


Cober, Mary E. 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - NON--FICTION 


Jupo, Frank Aladdin 


NOTHING TO WEAR BUT CLOTHES $2.00 


* Quite an extensive small survey of man's habiliments through the ages- from 
cave man to space man- smartly outlined and illustrated with the author's trim black and 
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brown cartoons. For orientation, the first three pages are about Jim of today whose 
new suit has been made. from various materials and processes. Then quick as a flash we 
go back to his Grandfather's day and, further back to man's start. Different costumes 
and the reasons for them, as they've been in evidence through historical periods of the 
world's countries become clearer from that point on. A neat socio-economic primer. 
Paper over board. (Publ.) 


Nathan, Adele Gutman Aladdin 
SEVEN BRAVE COMPANIONS $2.75 


A short, sympathetic portrayal of Joliet and Marquette and the trip they made 
down the Mississippi to find a passageway to the east for New France. An easy narra- 
tive, typically idealistic in tone, first gives quick pictures of their two separate 
boyhoods- French Marquette and his yearning to go topreach in the new world- Canadian 
Joliet who was given the opportunity to study in France before returning to duties as 
a discoverer. The events of their journey, now taken by most as the first made by 
white men, are reliably reported, exciting in themselves, but the telling is unoriginal- 
an uninspired product of the research that must have entered into it. Neat drawings 
by Fritz Kredel. (Publ.) 


Mellin, Jeanne Dutton 
HORSES ACROSS AMERICA $3.00 


Jeanne Mellin's detailed pencil portraits of horses are like C. W. Anderson's, 
very appealing, and her short commentary and pictures of different kinds of horses and 
riding today, from the east coast to the west, make a handsome book. Free narration 
highlights the history, uses, features etc. of the main breeds- the eastern hunter, 
southern standardbreed, the western cowpony and others. Opposite each page of text is 
@ grand picture of the specific horse in action. Enough to make any young with equine 
yearnings itch to be in the saddle. (9/21. LC: 53-8251) 


Batchelor, Julie Forsyth Harcourt, Brace 
COMMUNICATION: From Cave Writing to Television $2.50 


This sound little volume comments informatively on the ways men have talked 
to each other from onomatopoetic phrases to modern methods. Division into chapters- 
on a survey of the reasons and methods of communication; on elementary means like fire. 
or drums; on the development of printing; on America's communications history; and on 
the most recent and possible future methods- make it admirable to use as a supplementary 
text in early grades. And suggestions for projects- making your own camera or learning 
a foreign language are provocative. Illustrated in explanatory line by C.D. Batchelor. 
(9/2h. Le: 53-7860) 


‘Sedchrist, Elizabeth & Macrae-Smith 
Woolsey, Janette NEW PLAYS FOR RED LETTER DAYS $3.50 


A helpful volume for teachers and group leaders gives a series of plays for 
special dates and "weeks" during the school year. Admirably suited in technique for 
third to fifth grade actors, each play has three very short acts, complete costuming 
and stage design instruction, and, they present a range in the number of dramatis 
personae from about four to forty. They should be fun to do too. A sampling of them 
includes a story about Lincoln's secret journey to his inauguration in 1861, a fairy 
story for St. Valentine's Day, a group of legends for Arbor Day and so forth. And the 
"week" plays include skits for Book Week, United Nations Week, American Education Week, 
and more. A good workbook for planning traditional programs or to use as a springboard 
for your own ideas. (11/9. LC: 53-7890) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Knight, Ruth Adams Doubleday 
TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN $2.75 


Books like Day After Tomorrow (Doubleday 1952) and Half Way to Heaven (Whittle- 
sey House 1952) have led us to expect great things from Ruth Adams Knight, and while 
this has a theme as big as the others, a boy's first steps in working towards interna- 
tional peace, it has an ill constructed, unconvincing framework for the ideals it sets up. 
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Young Jordan Scott, whose father is an international bigwig (whose work is unfortunately 
never really defined) is presented with the prospect of a boring year in Geneva because 

of bad eye sight. On a trip he is lost near the St. Bernard Pass, but his rescue by a 
Swiss boy Asper Arni, leads to adventures that bring new interest in life, romance and a @ 
jelling of his dreams for international understanding. In Bern, on their way to work at 
the international childrens' village at Pestalozzi, Jordan and Asper stay at the Kraeyens' 
where both fall in love with Clara. Later, Jordan clears himself of the debt to Asper 

by rescuing him in a skiing accident, but decides to go off with his father on a world 
mission instead of staying near a yet undecided Clara. Provocative, and many-sided but 
too contrived and "popularized" to really prove its points. (10/22 LC: 53-9996) 

Ed Dutton 


YOUNG TRAVELER SERIES Ea. $3.00 


A new series - and yet different from the ficod now pouring from the presses. 
There's as much reason for these as for the famous SO YOU'RE GOING series. To be sure 
there is an established formula, which occasionaliy stales the spark- as a couple of 
American children (chosen because of their mixed heritage) pay long visits to their 
European relatives, and through their eyes, American children visit all parts of each 
country, and share something of the day by day life The thread of story is thin, but 
enough to hold the interest of younger readers who want might-be-true stories. In three 
out of the four here presented, there is something of the social and economic angle 
(Sweden). One could wish for more of this aspect, particularly for the upper level of 
this age bracket. Mark them down for the ten and elevens to. Illustrated with Photo- 
graphs, maps and sketches by Henry C. Pitz. (9/21) 

Proctor, George L.- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN SWEDEN. From Texas to Gothenburg is 
a far reach, but teen agers Tony and Helen soon slip into a new way of life. There's a 
good picture of family life, of school, of the daily round. And there are holidays spent 
in all parts of Sweden, so that the children get a sense of a whole country and not just 
the tourist spots. Rather unusual in a travel book, Stockholm, goal of many travelers, © 
comes at the end, and bits of what they have seen and learned elsewhere, what they have 
come to know about rural and village and industrial and frontier Sweden comes into focus. 
The reader gets the feel of a people and a land. (LC: 53-6073) 


Reid, Alexander- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN FRANCE. The rural part of this is some- 
how more alive than the urban- and yet to most travelers in France, Paris ‘is France. Here 
our young travelers start with Paris- in the Etoile area, and their investigations high- 
spot some of the things expected (and leave out much one would think they would see). One 
senses a few inaccuracies of locale- minor ones to be sure- and Paris itself doesn't come 
to life as Stockholm and Gothenburg do in the Proctor book. But the parts of rural France 
give a far-flung sense of the country, and adventuring in the Alps of the Chamonix area 


lends a note of real adventure. 


Someren, Lies je Van- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN HOLLAND. Business is the excuse for 
George's chance for a year in Holland, and with his contemporaries he manages to see a lot 
of the country and to learn something of the special problems the Dutch face in their 
"lowlands". Amsterdam is given, naturally perhaps (but the other books do not fall into 
this trap) a disproportionate amount of space, and Amsterdam comes to life as other parts 
of Holland do not. One could wish, too, that there has been less of a somewhat categor- 
ical charting of things to be learned, and more of the sense of participation that cha- 


racterizes France and Sweden. 


Trease, Geoffrey- THE YOUNG TRAVELER IN ENGLAND AND WALES. Good balance here 
for young visitors who would be more interested in following the trail of the England of 
King Arthur, of Robin Hood, of Shakespeare, perhaps, than the rural countryside and the 
endless riches of London. But this volume is, possibly, the best of the four in the ease 
and flow of story and anecdote, travel information and essential flavor. Somehow, too, 
the book never seems written down to early teen level, but the author assumes a sound his- 
torical and literary background. The inclusion of Wales is unusual. The author's pract- 
iced hand is evident (remember his Sir Walter Raleigh and The Seven Queens of England. 


(IC: 53-6073) 


Sayers, Frances Clark- 
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Girvan, Helen Funk & Wagnalls 
PATTY AND THE SPOONBILL $2.75 


A successful first step in a commercial art career and an animosity overcome, 
mark heroine Patty's summer after high school graduation. To her good fortune, Patty, 
who wants to go to the Chicago Art Institute in the fall, is invited by her Uncle 
George, an art dealer, to spend the summer on the Connecticut shore. To her dismay, 
she finds her old high school nemesis Kathleen, at the very same place. Kathleen, to 
Patty, is the smooth, poised kind of girl who always gets all the men and manages to 
come out on the right side of all the "situations" she continually cooks up in her 
favor. But three months with Uncle George's beautiful prints (among them an Audubon 
of a Spoonbill), two new beaux, parties, sailing etc. end when she and Kathleen put 
their heads together over a poster for a local fund and become friends. Light reading- 
for what art there is is dwarfed by boys and beauties. Vaika Low's drawings. (9/17 
IC: 53-10797) 


Lineaweaver, Marion Funk & Wagnalls 
THE WILDFIRE $2.75 


Marion Lineaweaver's knowledge of boats and sailing (see The First Book of 
Sailing, Watts) commends an otherwise patterned story of a New England summer adventure. 
Its main ingredients are a boy, 16 year old Dave Jackson of the seacoast town of Strip- 
erville, and his new sloop, the Wildfire for which he must pay if he wants to keep both 
the boat and his skeptical father's respect. The drawback is that Dave's health shuts 
out heavy work and hence a summer job. But along comes a fishing contest with a whop- 
ping prize for the winner- and a clue to a mysterious treasure, ambergris. Dave, after 
ea show of almost uncalled for altruism, wins a little of both and all's well. No high 
tide, but a pull for the light reading audience. Line drawings by Alois Fabry, Jr. 
(9/17 LC: 53-10798) 


Thurman, A. R. McKay 
GOAL IN SIGHT $2.50 


A writer who knows his football and has pretty well covered the field in a 
long list of other sports stories (under the pen name of Arthur Mann, as well) explores 
grid tactics at a small mid-western college. Definitely a players' book, it tells of 
teamwork, and the plans for a new system as they are worked on by coach Carter and his 
star backfield Sandy Riddle- a powerful pair. And in spite of rivals with supposedly 
superior ways, they win out, to the glory of brains as well as brawn.(Publ. LC: 53-11353) 


Bishop, Curtis Steck 
HERO AT HALFBACK $2.00 


A reliable high school sports story combines human interest with football 
tactics for a book that's a little better than average. For Dan Taylor the dream of 
a senior year position on his school team that will probably win a state championship 
is smashed when his father has to move from Union City to the smaller town of Farring- 
ton. There Dan finds his superior playing makes him the center of things. Too, he's 
given a car, must live up to the adoration of his bed-ridden younger brother, and 
thinks about true team play- all of which contribute to getting in trouble, and out, 
before he feels at home. (Publ.) 


Cavanna, Betty Westminster 
LOVE, LAURIE $2.50 


Betty Cavanna has a tried and true, never failing formula, as proved by Two’s 
Company, A Girl Can Dream, etc. Her audience is the normal Junior High crowd to whom 
the boy next door and a new hair-do are the biggest things in life. This is another - 
in the story of 17-year old Laurie Kent and her engineer father who are trying to adjust 
themselves to Mrs. Kent's death, and to throw themselves into plans for a new house out- 
side Philadelphia. Laurie has aspirations to be an interior decorator and is given free 
rein with planning the rooms. She gets to know the younger neighbors, to conquer her shy- 
ness. With realization that ease and friendship are fundamentals, comes, too, the gift 
of a swimming pool from her father. A non-sequitur, might one say- which drowns out 
the more mature feelings. Beware- shallow end! (11/9. LC: 53-8354 
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Friendlich, Dick Westminster 
PLAY MAKER $2.50 


At a small midwestern college, Calvert, Keith Elliot, a grade-A football star 
who has been one of the main reasons behind Calvert's winning streak, decides to help 
pull his basketball team out of the dumps. With the grid season over, Keith turns his 
efforts to the court, makes a temporary enemy of a rival center, helps grapple with a 
reluctant benefactor for a new gym, wins games. Routine. (11/9 LC: 53-6134) 


Huggins, Alice Margaret Westminster 
THE DAY OF THE FALSE DRAGON $2.50 


* Communist China today, near Peking, is the background of an honest if naive 
story of two young science teachers in a once Christian school and their ideological con- 
flicts with the post-Liberation regime. The girl Ling Ning and the boy Lu Min have both 
been raised with non-Communist ideals- Ling Ning with a deep respect for Confucianism and 
Christianity and Lu Min with an all pervading Christianity. When they come to the school 
at Wangshan, their position as science teachers has its strange network of complications. 
The hard headed politics teacher Miss Pu, baits Ling Ning at every step and presents ar- 
guments for pure science over the superstition of religion- in ironical contrast to Ling 
Ning's and Lu Min's goals. Lu Min finds he cannot be true to himself under comnunisn, 
even though it professes freedom of religion. By the time Ling Ning and Lu Min have been 
inevitably forced to leave their jobs, many aspects of the New China have come into focus. 
But the conclusion is unsatisfactory for it posits their hope of working through science 
and Christianity for the New China, which now seems unattainable. (10/19 LC: 53-6202) 


World 6 


WORLD BOOK OF DOGS $3.50 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Tatham, Julie Campbell 


* Beautiful pencil sketches and color plates by Edwin Megargee that leave almost 
nothing to be desired, and a friendly, extensive text by a well known writer of dog sto- 
ries and young non-fiction- make a grand encyclopedia. Here are 24 of the familiar breeds, 
from the Saluki to the Newfoundland. With emphasis on habits and development rather than 
care, each is depicted in its natural surroundings and there are interesting facts and 
anecdotes- about the past, or a famous dog, or a particular characteristic. Collie sized, 
the book is a generous 8 x 11 inches, and as winning as a cocker's glance. (Publ . LC :53-6641) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTE 


Roberts, Dorothy James Appleton-Century-Crofts 
THE ENCHANTED CUP $3.75 


The timeless story of Tristram and Isoud makes a fascinating novel, and the 
author has placed it in the period when King Arthur ruled Britain. Colorful in all of 
its many events, it finds its parallels in the story of Launcelot and Guinivere-Heloise 
and Abelard and is marked with an appeal time never seems to stale. (Full report on p. 


592. 10/7 LC: 53-5608) 


Dahl, Borghild Dutton 
THE HOMECOMING $3.00 
The growing up of a young American girl of Norwegian descent deals with the @ 
problems which face the first and second generation newcomers and natives in America. 
Lyng's intolerant mother is made more bearable by a loving grandmother- and finally she 
emerges as a teacher, able to help her own people. Sturdy. (Full report on p. 550. 10/21. 


IC :53-10339) 
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West, Jessamyn Harcourt, Brace 
CRESS DELEHANTY $3-75 


* A charming and perceptive series of stories about Cress Delehanty and "how 
she grew" - from twelve to sixteen - a sort of feminine Penrod. A sensitive romantic 
child, she goes through episodes that add to her understanding of herself and others 
and with her, we share them all. Cress is a funny, intelligent, alive child- familiar 
to New Lt readers and the book will have wide appeal. (Full report on p.591. 11/2. 
LC: 53-565 


Davis, Clyde Brion- Fd. Lippincott 
EYES OF BOYHOOD $3.75 


* Report repeated from p. 617 of the September lst bulletin..."This treasure- 
house has a worthwhile introduction by the editor whose explanation why he has not made 
this a collection for boys is a valid criticism of the lack of good writing for young 
people. So this rounds up 24 stories, excerpts, biography and 2 poems about boys by 
adults, for adults (and boys when they find out what fun it is). Stimulating is the 
word, for the hackneyed, stale, dull and ponderous is missing and the tally is high 
in the vivid, amusing and provocative. Lincoln Steffens tells of a Christmas when 
he wanted a pony; Ring Lardner's caddy writes illiterately but not ignorantly; Clar- 
ence Day's holiday with Father is a high-spot jaunt; and there's Hemingway, Stephen 
Crane, Thurber, Aldrich, Shute, Benet, Rawlings, O'Henry, Mencken, Saroyan, Bob Davis, 
Tarkington, Seton, Steinbeck, Mark Twain, Sherwood Anderson and others...Sad, funny, 
bright, good- and really a charmer for parents and down the line to the ‘teens. 

(11/9. LC: 53-10221) 


Suhl, Yuri Macmillan 
COWBOY ON A WOODEN HORSE $3.50 


The author of One Foot In America(1950) continues his warm, friendly story 
of Sol and his Jewish family, immigrants from Galicia in the '20's. Sol has humorous 
to serious problems- from courtship American style to thinking about labor unions- 
and his story is a heartwarming one that makes fine, clean family reading. (Full re- 
port on p. 550. 10/20) 


Relisted for Young Adults’ Fiction from 12 ~ 16 Section: 


Huggins, Alice Margaret- THE DAY OF THE FALSE DRAGON Westminster 

Knight, Ruth Adams- TOP OF THE MOUNTAIN Doubleday 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 

Clark, Col. Leonard Funk & Wagnalls 

THE RIVERS RAN EAST $5.00 


* An explorer in the old tradition tells of his search for the legendary Seven 
Cities of Cibola in the jungles of the Gran Pajonal. Accomplishing the practically 
impossible, almost without funds, navigating the Amazon tributary system, learning to 
know the natives- make a book as fabulous as the legend itself. Illustrated with 
photographs and maps. (Full report on p. 612. 10/22. LC: 53-10787) 


Cloos, Hans Knopf 
CONVERSATION WITH THE EARTH $5.75 


A fascinating book that is not only a survey of geology written in travelogue 
form, but a personal adventure abounding in the penetrating observation of a brilliant 
scientist and sensitive human being. With him we grow wiser as he travels the world 
from 1910 to the present, explaining, often poetically both what he sees and the sci- 
entific groundings for it. Fine for even the slightest interests. (Full report on 


p. 556. 9/21) 
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Moore, Ruth Knopf 
MAN, TIME AND FOSSILS Pre-pub. $5.00/Post $5.75 
* As fascinating a book for the uninitiated as- in its field, Gods, Graves and @ 
Scholars. Tt is a brilliant, exciting exposition of the study of evolution- as it has 
conuactea man's age and expanded the earth, as it has been manifested in the work of men- 
Darwin, the anthropological diggers, Mendel and the rest. An exacting definition that 
both puts the science into focus and reads like a detective story. Illustrated with plates 


and drawings by Sue Richert. (Full report on p. 603. 11/9) 


Stevens, Vice Adm. Leslie C. Little, Brown (A.M.P.) 
RUSSIAN ASSIGNMENT $5.75 


Not an attempt at political analysis but an informal and sympathetic eye-wit- 
ness account of life among the Russians in Moscow and environs. People of different 
occupations, Russian personality traits, their economic needs and artistic accomplish- 
ments- viewed with freshness and authenticity. (Full report on p. 568.10/22 LC:52-10230) 


McGraw-Hill 


Biancolli, Louis- 4d. 
THE OPERA READER $5.00 

A synthesis of more specialized opera books for a grand scene of the operatic 
milieu. His history of opera up to the nineteenth century precedes discussions of ninety 
operas by thirty-nine composers and the interesting background essays are,on the whole, 
good family fare. (Full report on p. 573. 10/28. LC: 53-9008) 


PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Ellenwood, James Lee Scribner @ 
ONE GENERATION AFTER ANOTHER $3.00 


A gentle indoctrination of both parents and children in which Ellenwood is the 
intermediary interpreter of what are our means, methods and objectives- on the energy of 
youth and the conservatism of age as they are manifested in the problematical areas of 
school, home and society. Non-authoritarian advice which is pleasant in tone, emollient 


in character. (Full report on p. 527. 10/5) 


Bestor, Arthur E. University of Illinois 
EDUCATIONAL WASTELANDS $3.50 


Subtitled "The Retreat from Learning in our Public Schools", this is sure to 
cause an uproar in academic circles. Bestor finds current trends an "intellectual and 
cultural vacuum" which is making a fetish of “the technique of teaching for its own sake". 
He looks on the new "core curricula" as regressive and deplores the lack of scholarly 
discipline, classical languages, philosophy and higher mathematics. A spirited defense 
of an old position towards which many educators are now veering and a book of ideas which 
should interest advanced students and parents of children in public schools. (Full 


report on p. 614. 10/26) 


Straus, Robert & Yale 
Selden, D. Bacon DRINKING AT COLLEGE $4.00 


An analysis of drinking customs and attitudes is based on a two year survey of 
27 representative colleges. The historical viewpoint of drinking, the pleasures, pains, © 
reactions and patterns; who drinks and why and how much- all are thoroughly discussed- 

and the facts indicate it is no more prevalent at college than elsewhere but that college 
should provide a program of understanding the subject. (Full report on p.519. 10/5 


IC: 53-7773) 





